GOSPELS – JESUS’ MIRACLES...FEEDING 5000
MATTHEW 14:13-21 ~ MARK 6:32-44 ~ LUKE 9:10-17 ~ JOHN 6:1-15
LESSON AIM/THEME:
The BIG MOMENT in God’s BIG STORY began with His Kingdom coming:
Jesus revealed his Kingdom by performing MIRACLES – making wrong things right / bad things good / old
things new! He wanted to be the very Bread of Life for his people so we could bring life to others!

OBJECTIVES
STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO...
 Identify MIRACLES JESUS performed...and explain what the miracles / signs showed about JESUS
 Explain the miracle of the Feeding the 5000 as another way JESUS showed he was the NEW ISRAEL
 Identify JESUS as the BREAD of LIFE – and how we can also bring NEW LIFE to people around us

SUPPLIES




Bibles / storybook Bibles
Posters of MIRACLES
Props: bread, fish, baskets (not included)

INTRODUCTION

Math Class!
For younger children:
Tell them you want to test their counting abilities. Tell them to hold up five
fingers. Count to five together. Then tell them to hold up two more fingers. Tell them to count again – starting
at one and going up to seven. After that, do different activities – like taking five children stand up: all the children
count to five. Then ask two more children to stand up and count again. Finally, hold up the props of 5 loaves
and count to five. Count up to the number seven again.
 For older children:
Tell them you want to test their math skills. Ask the children a few math problems
and see who can solve it the fastest. As you go through them, ask questions to confirm the answer. For example:
What is 5+2? Is it ALWAYS 7? How do you know? Do different problems just to see how fast the kids can
do the math.
DISCUSS...
Math makes sense, right? When we counted (or added), we came up with the same/right number
– 7! That is how math works: you have 5 of something (like these loaves of bread I have here) and add 2 more
things (like these 2 fish), I get 7. But, guess what!? God is not a God who is limited to what makes sense – he
likes to show us how things ought to be not how they simply are. It’s like a SURPRISE! And he is always in the
business of making things NEW.
When we see something that does not seem like it should happen (or it doesn’t make sense) because God shows
us that he is not bound by the rules of this world AND wants to make things NEW…that is called a MIRACLE.
And when Jesus was on earth, he did so many miracles – things that didn’t make sense to those who saw them...
because the miracles went against the “rules of the world”.
 Ask the children if they know any of the miracles that Jesus did.
 Ask the children why they think Jesus did these miracles.
Use the pictures to show some of the miracles Jesus performed...using these as a way to talk about Jesus’ POWER...but
also the SIGN or LESSON Jesus wanted to show by doing the miracle...namely how Jesus wanted to reverse the curse of
sin and death!
Today we are going to look at one particular miracle Jesus performed – one that we can find in all four books
that tell the story of Jesus, called the GOSPELS: Matt. 14:13-21; Mark6:30-44; Luke 9:10-17; and John 6:1-15
This miracle shows us something about Jesus and his plan. Let’s take a look at this miracle…


LESSON
Bread to Live
Use a storybook Bible to tell the story of the feeding of the 5000. Use the props to tell the story and, afterward, have the
children act out the story.
After reading/telling/acting out the story, make the following points –






Jesus took a little and made a LOT. He showed that he could take what was “natural” in our world (like 5 + 2 =
7) and change it into something SUPER-natural (like 5 + 2 = MORE THAN 5,000!!!)
Jesus wanted to show the people that he had the power to feed them…and feed them abundantly. He wanted to
show them that HE was GOD.
Jesus wanted to teach his disciples (the 12 men who followed him); he wanted to help their faith...giving them the
very special job of passing out the food. It took faith because it did not seem like there would be enough, yet Jesus
told them to pass out the food anyway…and they just kept passing it out!
Finally, there were 12 basketfuls left over – why 12?
o There were 12 disciples and 12 tribes of Israel.
o Jesus was showing all of the people that God had a new PLAN for his people…the 12 tribes of Israel were
not going to enjoy being the greatest nation on earth because they were somehow special BUT Jesus was
starting a NEW PLAN (the NEW COVENANT) where His People / His BIG FAMILY would be made
up of all people…where do we see this?

Bread of Life




John 6:25-35… Jesus did this miracle because he wanted to shower the people with BLESSINGS;
however, he also wanted to teach a lesson…what was that lesson?
Jesus IS the BREAD OF LIFE!!! What does that mean? Talk with the children about how bread was so
important to the people in Jesus’ day…it was what many people ate every day. Ask the children why Jesus would
call himself the BREAD of LIFE. Just like the people needed bread each day to live, we all need Jesus to live forever!
Ask the children how they can live forever…through Jesus Christ…believing that he is the Bread of Life who died for our sins
so that we could enjoy life to the fullest forever!

Bread of Blessing




Talk to the children how if we are part of God’s BIG FAMILY through Jesus – the Bread of Life – we can in turn
be a BLESSING to others.
Explain how being a blessing is something we can only do if we know that Jesus is the true blessing…and the
Spirit is within us, giving us the power to love others enough to bless them.
Discuss some ideas – Ask the children how they can take the little they have to bless others in BIG ways. Write
or draw these ideas on the board. Pass out the “Bread of Blessing Coupon Books” to the children to draw pictures
of how they can bless others (like drawing a picture of washing the dishes or taking out the trash or any other little
way they can serve someone else – thus being a BLESSING).

CONCLUSION
What did we learn today?

 Bread to Live... Part of God’s BIG PLAN was to show his people that Jesus was the New Israel – that he



came to create a new people (hence the 12 basketfuls leftover) He wanted to BLESS them beyond belief!
Bread of Life... Jesus came show them that they did not just need bread to live but needed the Bread of Life
to live forever.
Bread of Blessing... Jesus blessed those people by doing an incredible miracle…and he does bigger miracles
today – like filling US with his Spirit so we can BLESS others!

Take time to PRAY for the children – praying that they can be BIG BLESSINGS this week to the people they give their
BLESSING COUPONS to.

MEMORY VERSE…

Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever
comes to me will never go hungry, and whoever
believes in me will never be thirsty.

John 6:35

PICTURES OF VARIOUS MIRACLES JESUS DID...

LORD OF THE SABBATH
Jesus changes water into wine

LORD OF NEW CREATION & CELEBRATION!

LIGHT OF THE WORLD
CREATOR WITH POWER OVER NATURE

Jesus heals a lame man on the Sabbath

Jesus walks on water & calms the storm

POWER OVER DISEASE

Jesus heals a man born blind

Jesus heals ten lepers

Read with Me Bible; NiRV Bible Storybook

Another version of the story:

JESUS: Lesson 3

King Jesus Reverses the Curse!
MEMORY
VERSE:
Then

The King blesses His People by providing for them
in amazing, abundant ways – and making things new!

Jesus declared,
“I am the

Bread of Life.
Whoever comes to

me

will never go hungry,
and whoever believes in

me
will never be thirsty.

John 6:35

spent all day with a crowd of people,
teaching them and healing their sick late into the day.

Finally, the Disciples asked him what to do to feed the
crowds. All they could find was a boy with...
Circle the lunch brought to Jesus.

Use the code to complete the statements...

did many

.
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came to bring new life and
reverse the curse of
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.

 

And we can bring about new life too!

Because I have been blessed, I want to bless you by…

Love...

Because I have been blessed, I want to bless you by…

Love...
Because I have been blessed, I want to bless you by…

Love...

